You deserve to know more.
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We are a group

of residents from
the Caulfield, Carnegie, Murrumbeena,
Hughesdale and Oakleigh rail corridor with
engineering and technical backgrounds.
As residents we have been told by the
Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA)
that certain engineering and technical
challenges mean Skyrail is the ONLY solution for level crossing removal. We all
want level crossings removed. We also
understand that there is always more than
one answer to an engineering problem.
We support the building of quality infrastructure now. We recognize that the rail
corridor is the busiest Metro line and that it
needs upgrades for freight and regional
Vline services in the very near future. We
are concerned that today’s proposed
Skyrail solution means that the only option
for tomorrow’s extra freight lines is
Skyfreight, compulsory acquisition of
homes, extended disruption from extended construction, breaking down of existing,
cherished communities and an inter generational legacy of elevated concrete
structures.
We are concerned at the sheer visual bulk
of Skyrail. We are concerned at the impacts of noise, low frequency vibration,
shadowing, property devaluation and long
term upkeep of Victrack land under the
proposed elevated structures. We are con-

cerned that the sheer bulk of Skyrail demands cloaking in multistory developments that will change our suburbs forever. We are not against development, but
recognize that the community needs to be
engaged in this debate for new developments to have a social license. We want to
know where the schools and netball courts
and hospitals and parking for our new
neighbors will be.

1.)
Understand and examine the engineering
and technical challenges proposed by the
LXRA as the reasons why Skyrail, or ‘Rail
Over’ was chosen as a solution.
2.)
Bound by the same challenges, to develop
engineering alternatives, specifically directed to ’Rail Under’ as a better infrastructure solution for our community.

We are concerned about an approach to
new infrastructure building that believes
existing residents cannot be relied upon to
be involved in development debates “ in
common sense, for the common good.“
We are concerned that government, driven by short term political expediency, is
attracted to the idea of excluding residents
from the process. The surprise announcement of Skyrail, the painfully short time
allowed for consultation, the partial provision of facts and the investment in public
relations rather than genuine, open debate
is bad government.

We place these findings in your letterbox
today. You deserve to know more. We
ask you to act to demand the best for your
community, “in common sense,

It is easy to criticize. It is harder to develop
thoughtful alternatives. Rather than just
criticize we have, within the constraints of
time and money allowed to us as concerned residents to :

for the common good.”

For the group :
Peter Permezel, Project Accountant
Mark Nicoll, Engineer
Edward Meysztowicz, Entrepreneur
Front Page :
View of Skyrail in Murrumbeena from
The Age, 10th March, “Skyrail’s Secret Expansion” based on actual height of 10.6
metres for trains provided by the LXRA.

View from inside a train window on
Skyrail. Based on actual photographs taken by a camera drone at 12 metres above
the existing rail line, representing a train
running on rails 10.6 metres above the existing line. A noise and visual barrier , 2
metres high, is modeled to show how residents immediately under Skyrail will be
less affected by overlooking, but houses
further away will not. Noise and visual impacts will be felt further than ever before.
No barriers will prevent diesel exhaust
noise travelling deeper into neighborhoods.

With future development, this rail corridor
is projected to become the busiest freight
line in the nation. Elevated rail is not the
right solution for diesel freight.

Noise assessments have not been released for Skyrail. Whole of life assessments and environmental impacts that include increased freight must be released.

We accept the following technical

challenges need to be addressed in order
to provide a level crossing solution :

Existing Train services must
continue to operate. During the

morning and afternoon peak there are too
many Metro passengers and not enough
buses to practically allow the closing of
sections of the line for extended periods.
Additional Vline regional and freight services need to continue to operate.

The narrowest part of the rail
corridor is 20 meters wide, be-

tween Oakleigh and Caulfield. Other parts
of the corridor are wider, for example between Oakleigh and Dandenong. If you
design a solution for the widest part, it
means you need compulsory acquisition of
housing in the narrowest part to make the
solution carry through. Therefore we have
sought to design a four track solution for
the narrowest part, that can also be applied easily to the widest part. This analysis therefore limits itself to the narrow, 20
metre wide corridor between Hughesdale
and Caulfield. What works there can also
work in the wider corridor available in
Clayton and Noble Park.

Four tracks are required to

meet passenger and freight demand in the
rail corridor. While the current LXRA proposal is for only two tracks, media coverage has demonstrated that four tracks are
part of the scope or ‘future proofing’ contained within the overall Skyrail plan.
These future tracks are currently proposed
to run along the southern side of Skyrail
and will require compulsory acquisition of
homes to make way for this development.
We contend that a considered design
makes this transparent from the outset.
We further contend that a four track solution can be provided within the existing 20
metre rail corridor. We understand that the
future development of Port Hastings may
require a Standard gauge track that is different to the Broad gauge track used by
Metro and Vline services. In this case we
contend that a third rail, or gauge duplication of non ballasted track provides a practical solution, within the 20 metre constraint, for a future “fifth and sixth standard gauge line” , if required.

High water tables and sandy
soil create excavation challenges. We

acknowledge the existence of a flood plain
associated with Murrumbeena Creek in
Boyd Park and water tables in the vicinity
of 5m depth through the rail corridor. We
note that other trenched rail projects recently completed such as Springvale have
contended with similar or higher water tables and practical solutions are available
to these challenges.

Underground gas pipelines,
water mains, roadways and tele-

communications infrastructure should be
minimally disrupted. We note that under
the traditional custodianship of the Railways Authorities, underground services for
other utilities within or crossing rail easements were discouraged. Consistent with
this, utilities crossing rail easements are
generally less common than utilities crossing road easements. We note that current
trenched rail projects managed by the
LXRA over 2015 –16 have managed to
minimise road closures and accomplish
repositioning of underground utilities with
minimal disruption.

We propose the existing 20 metre wide corridor, already owned by Victrack is
sufficient for 4 rails. The proposed Skyrail design, which leaves the centre 9
metres of this land stranded in the middle of two elevated structures, is a poor
use of land. Why compulsorily buy more land in the future to put down a third
and fourth track when enough land exists today?
C

D

The picture on the left shows the existing two tracks set in a corridor 20 metres
wide. On the left, or South, is the City bound track. On the right, or North, is the
Dandenong bound track.

The first step is the building of a new, temporary, single rail line on the south
side of the existing two tracks.
South
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Both the old tracks continue to operate while this is done.
Once the new southern line is built, City bound trains can be transferred to it.

While the old Dandenong track continues to operate, The old City track is
switched to become a new Dandenong Track.
At the end of this stage, City and Dandenong trains continue to operate, but
half the existing railway corridor is now clear to work on.
On this Northern half of the corridor, piling rigs are able to drive shoring piles
in.

After shoring piles are driven in, the northern side can be excavated and
retaining walls constructed.
Trains continue to operate under construction zone speed limits.
North

Once excavation is complete, tracks and overhead wire services are laid.

At the completion of Stage 1, trains run on the two new tracks in a trenched
solution.
This trench is part covered to allow the development of bicycle tracks,
community crossovers and recreational zones.
For more information on how this proposal works at existing stations in
Carnegie, Murrumbeena and Hughesdale, visit :

www.noskyrail.weebly.com

For Stage 2, shoring piles are driven on the southern side, and additional
trench excavated

Tracks are laid for freight on rubber isolators to minimize noise from more
frequent freight services.
Tracks are duplicated to take both Broad and Standard gauge, allowing Vline
regional services and future freight from Dandenong Inland Port and the Port
of Hastings to share the same track. By not using ballast, or a crushed rock
base, derailments caused by stones trapped between duplicated rails are
avoided.

The additional trench is part covered over to allow the development of bicycle
tracks, community crossovers and recreational zones.
Within the existing 20 metre corridor, four tracks are provided without the need
for compulsory acquisition of homes.
The impact of lowered rail with more frequent Metro and freight services on the
surrounding neighborhood is less than Skyrail.

Image below shows a concept for
covering a trenched solution using a
checkerboard pattern of concrete slabs.
This provides for recreational value
capture such as bicycle tracks and continuous
community crossovers and open parkland.

These include :
Recycling of excavated sand
Comparison of concrete requirements for
Skyrail versus trenched solutions
Surveys of affected residents : what do
they want ?
Four different ways to accomplish a level
crossing removal at Grange Rd
Re inventing car parking at rail stations
Building stations at Hughesdale,
Murrumbeena and Carnegie.

Each covered zone is only 50 metres long,
providing a balance of community space
and a realistic need to allow fumes from
freight trains to dissipate.
Covering over 70 metres of space triggers
‘tunneling rules’ that require the provision
of expensive fire control and exhaust
systems that significantly increase costs.
By using a checkerboard pattern, the
burden of dealing with noise and fume
emissions from trains is shared equally by
residents along the track.
More ideas for a better infrastructure
solution are at :

www.noskyrail.weebly.com

You are welcome to join the conversation
with your own contributions.

We accept that budgets are
limited.
The costs of building a temporary, single
track to allow a trenching solution are up
to $2.4 million per km.
The costs of excavating, transporting and
dealing with soil in a trenched solution are
greater than the Skyrail option.
The costs of redirecting underground
utilities affected by trenching are greater
than the Skyrail option.
We contend, however, that the Skyrail
solution, in its full conception of four tracks,
requires the compulsory acquisition of
freehold from residents on the southern
rail corridor.
In one model, this involves150 properties.
In the most minimal model, including
apartments, this is more than 50
properties.
At an average price of $1 million per
property, this is $50—150 million dollars that
does not need to be spent if the four track
trenched solution is adopted. This will
more than pay for temporary track works.

In simple terms, a trenched solution may
be 40% more expensive than a Skyrail
solution.
We contend that this rail corridor is of
State and National significance and
deserves better infrastructure solutions
rather than cheaper ones.
This rail corridor services the Gippsland
and Eastern Victorian region with regional
passenger and freight services of State
significance.
This corridor is proposed to support the
development of Dandenong Inland Port, a
scheme designed to move up to 3,500
trucks out of the 5,200 servicing the Port
of Melbourne today, off the road. This
initiative supports the decongestion of the
Port of Melbourne and Monash freeways,
but transfers the burden to the rail
corridor.
This corridor is proposed to be used for
the movement of freight from a future Port
Hastings, becoming the busiest freight
corridor in the nation. By setting two
Skyrail lines in concrete today, this means
that elevated rail is the only solution for
the freight of tomorrow.

This corridor is the busiest Metro passenger
line in Melbourne. It supports growing
communities along the Pakenham –
Cranbourne corridor that deserve efficient
public transport. How can Metro trains run
more efficiently when freight and Vline
regional trains must stop behind Metro trains
at stations.
This rail corridor deserves the best
infrastructure solution, not the cheaper solution.

“Do it once, do it properly.”

What can you do ?
If you are unhappy with Skyrail, let the
politicians know. You vote for them and
they manage your tax dollars and your
infrastructure needs in your name.
Premier : Phone: 9651 5000
Daniel.Andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
Minister for Transport : Phone: 8392 6100
Jacinta.Allan@parliament.vic.gov.au
Member for Oakleigh : Phone: 9568 2456
Steve.Dimopoulos@parliament.vic.gov.au

Minister for Planning :
Richard.Wynne@parliament.vic.gov.au
Local Councillor’s details are found at :

www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/Council/About_Council/
Councillors

Mayor Neil Piling : Phone 9524 3225
Look at the Glen Eira Planning Scheme
that allows three and four storey buildings
next to you under changes made in
August 2013 :
http://www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/Planning-andbusiness/Residential-zones

Google
“Intensifying Melbourne”+Woodcock to
learn about plans to place 600,000 new
houses in super shopping malls like
Chadstone and along elevated rail.

https://msd.unimelb.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/
Intensifying%20Melbourne%202014_180dpi.pdf

Google
“Dandenong Inland Port”+Salta to learn
about increased freight on the rail corridor.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0trZXHNUmE

You deserve to know more.

